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A milestone 
for Bidgee 
Whaler 

BY BIDGEE WHALER 
The column which came Into beln 

the time of the centenary of l U 
~tovernrnent, Is 1 0 years old this m Ocll 

nut more of that ~a~r. Sad to say, because or 
u d D stnct enormous cost of restoration and 
The Wagga !1" 1 

preservation many of these early 
f{istorical Soetety opened shearing sheds, a legacy of the 
· 1980 series of meetings romantic past when Australia 

Wllt~th 8 
Members'. Ni~ht. rode on the sheep's back, are fut 

f h,istoncal disappearing. 
ManY items 0 Members will make their ftnt 
interest were brought along excursion for the year on Sunday, 
by members who spoke of March 30, wben a coach tour of 

th
e i r 0 r i g i n an d the city's historical sites will be 

made, following a bar~ue 
significance. luncheon at the Muaeum. 

Tomorrow the society's ann~al Tile aocicty's birthday fete will 
· WJ.Il be held at the RJvenne be held at the Museum on Satur-

d.inner t -alter wiJl Club when the gues ~,.. . day April 19 at 1.30 pm. It is the 
be Professor Geoffi'ey BlarneY main fuud raising effort for the 

Professor Blainey! a leadmg year so the society iJ hoping for 
Australian histonan, 15 the Em.est the contmued aupport of the com­
Scott Professor of Australian munity. 
History at the University of Craft dcmonatrationa at the 
Melbourne and chwrman of both fete will include apinnin& and 
the Australian Council . and the weaving, wood carvin&. leather 
Australian-China Counal . work and ornamental wood craft. 

one of the best kllown books 15 Other attractioJW will be ahcarin&. 
Tyranny of Distan~· pony rides, ltalla with cakca. 

He was intervaewed some sweets and plants. Afternoon tea 
weeks ago by the late R~bert will be aervcd. 
Moore on the ABC tele~Ston At the time, tal years aao 
program Faces of the Eightles. wba1 the writer wu requeated to 

G rant 
produce an article dealin& with 
the society's activitica, it wu 
almost inevitable that the choice 
of nom de plume would be A grant of $2700 bas been 

made to the society by the New 
South Wales Government, 
throught the Premier's Depart­
ment _ Division of Cultural Ac­
tivaties, to meet the cost of 
microfilming of newspapers, 
restorauon work at the Museum 
and tutor fees for regional con-
ferences. 

The committee was 
represented recently at the 
launching by Dr. David Denholm 
at Angus and Robertson's of 
Peter Freeman's book, "The 
Woolshed : A Riverina 
Anthology " Congratulations to 
Peter on this fmc contribution to 

· erina history. 

,.,Bidgec Whaler." 
The name baa bad a faacina­

tion for the writer since childhood 
when abe liltencd to her elden tell 
of the strange waodercr who 
roamed the North waua nata 
and beyond, lleepina at nJabt in 
the hollow of a river aum. 

Identity 
Some may uk - Who wu the 

'Bidgec Whaler? 
The Murrumbidpe Whaler (to 

give him his run title) hu been a 
convcraational piece for many 
years. A few of the older folk wll 

ltave it that he wu jult a myth 
but there ia no doubt that he wu 
indeed a very real penon. 

There have been many and 
vaned atorics told of who and 
what the 'Whaler wu, but aiJ 
aecmed to aarec on one point -
that he wu of genteel Eoalilh 
birth and that be bad bean well 
educated. Throuah drink or 
aamblina or both be dlaaraced bll 

fnm1ly and was b . _, 
Australia, a remlttanC:""hed to 
quickly squandered his :;an,111io 
money when it arrived cv ntl~ttoce 
months from the old co.~~-tbrte 

In the earUer years j;;''"7· 
seems. interesting to talk to"': it 
ume went by and he induJ&ed ~" 
"drop of the doings" lila 
frequently he became ,:re 
morose and uncommurucaliv ea. 

Mr. L. J. Beatty, a ftnt rn':._ 
of Dame Mary Gilmore, ~ 
some years ago, talea of ,.._ 
' B1dgee Whaler. tt~~: 

Mr. Beatty lived at Cart'Nrlabta 
Hill where hiS father OW!led tbe 
Brooklyn vineyard and ~ 
which was near the junctioa 
the Junee and Coolarnon ao.:. 

Mary Gilmore's father D 
Cameron, built the CakG= 
Inn on the oppostte of the Junee 
Road Before the extemion <i the 
railway to Wagga the mn wu aa 
Important StOpping pi~CC ror 
coaches 

The story tS that the 'Whaler', 
name was Joe Banks - be •• 
sometimes called "Mad Joe." ODe 
day he called at the Beatty bome 
and had to be rescued &om 
Nelson the family doa, a hUF 3t. 
Btr?ard Old Joe did not ell 
agam. 

On one occasion the ~ 
was sitting on the verllldah ol'lllc 
Caledoman (or so the story 1011) 
when the local brewer W. Baaaa 
called on his rounds u was 111e 

custom in those days, canvlllila 
for trade. It was uaual 
on such visits for the brewer 111 
shout for whoever happened to be 
m the bar at the time. 

Wa.lk.ing to the bar door 11 
Eaton asked Joe if be would lite i 
drink. Joe grunted his wmt a 
the publican poured him 1 piaL 
After the third invitation and die 
pouring of the third pint Joe lOOt 
the mug and without a wanl 
walked on to the vcrudall, 
poured the contents into hit IIIJ, 
then picked up his bluey IIIII dif. 

the road. 

It is said that in 
one of his eccentricitiel Wll * 
wearing of three batt at tbe • 
time. 

On occaaiolll the loCII palll 
took Joe into custody. '11111 
cleaned him up and l:rirDmld Iii 
hair and beard before ICDdlallil 
on the road asain. 

In the Riverine Club Ulll 1 

painting whiclt bean ~-': 
"The Murrumbidaee Wh!""""'a... 
is depicted complete wid! ._, 
tucker bai and bluey. 

The Back to ~I&P ~ 
Book printed in I927 ,;:: .. 
picture of the 'Whaler ,..._.., 
commemorative iJIUC ~ t~• 
October 18 to mark 

celebra~na, lb~-~~k ,-
tiler pnnted the '""" 

'BIOOBEW~ ... 
What arc his tbO­

squata o'er hil ftre 
On the ba'nkl of tbl 

stream? 1111 
A py headed filutet 

of tan tbll' 
Does aaY romance 

dream? 

In the heart of the J111D 
gleamin& red, Ill 

Doell he viaion caatlDI cia,. 
Docs be think of the 

bil bloOd ran bOt 
Ere he rotC to tbe O'JJfl"' 
On tbe starlit ia,OOO• 

duck calL (rOfll 
In the swampl tbe 

~llcl'l in citiel ,., 

Bach­
But these arc tbe 

The Swirl ol a cod. a 
splash. _,_.u.. 

A platypUS -tb t~ 
Thcte are e 

whal« loves. o14 
As he lisiS to tbe 

1001· 
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SQU 
BE 

DAYS TO 
EMEMBERED 

At the next meeting of the Wagga Wagga and District 
Historical Society, the guest speaker will be Mr. Peter Freeman, author 

f 
the recently published book "The Woolshed: A Riverina Anthology". 

O h . " II" ,../ M terial for the t ~m .m a stro down 8 · 
8 ken him Kmca1d Street next Sun- Y 

book has ta f day afternoon past Bidgee 
to everv corner 0 buildings which have come Whaler 
the Riverine. under the notice of the 

Mr. Freeman will talk Trust. Most of those present 
boUt the buildings of the Two homes will be open many of whom were, in 

sq
a uatters' days, in par- for inspection by those some way or another • 

d ld · associated with the land, 
ticular the gran ° makmg the tour. were delighted to hear the 
woolsheds, some of which Recently the Society's rain as it heralded the en-
have been restored, but the executive and trustees ding of a very dry spell. 
majority of which are now were entertained at Some, however, were 
ghosts of their former luncheon at the Riverina not so happy. 
selves. College of Advanced The rain had turned the 

An excellent collection Education by the principal, road into mud and when 
of slides will serve to il- Dr. C. Blake. the cars began the return 
lustrate the talk. An informal discussion journey many became 

Any one interested is took place on subjects bogged. 
very welcome to attend the such as the society's ,~~~::._ _______ !!!!:!!~s.!:~~;!...l....~ 
meeting which will be held records and history-related ~ TOTAL Rl 
at the Education Centre on matters in general. II 
Monday at 8pm. Society member, Dr. 

Members and friends David Denholm, is to be 'Hora I I 
who attended the annual congratulated - on having 
dinner recently heard a been awarded a literary 
scholarly and refreshing prize by the Australian I ~~LI----------------r--: 
talk given by Professor Native Association for his 
Geoffrey Blainey of recent book "The Colonial 
Melbourne University. Australians". 

The professor spoke of It was judged to be the 
the changes which have best piece of sustained 
taken place in the life-style writing on an Australian 
of Australians during the theme. 
past 100 years, comparing Despite the fact that 
with that of the present there .were several counter "~:ljf.,~ 
day, . the mode of both attractions on the same 
work and leisure of the last day the annual fete held 
century when physical last Saturday at the 
strength as well as skill museum netted /more than 
was a most necessary $500. 
requirement for the ear- The Society is grateful 
ning of one's living. for the support given by 

The use of natural the community. . . 
features was important in G o I? en J u? 1! e e 
early days when for in- celebratiOns are commg up 
stance, a man travelling in for the Country Club. 
the bush used the stars as The members are to be 
a directional guide. congratulated on their ef-

T forts which have made 
oday, however, they their club one of the finest 

are often regarded only as in the Riverina. 
:kmeans ?flighting up the It is a tong way to look 
thy, that Is of course when back to that opening occa­
~ ey are able to be seen, sion but the writer was m:~;~;~_i,:·1 1 
~~~ ~s the professor said, in there? 
cit'g densely-populated While dancing was in 

tes where sky sc · · h abound - rapers progress on opemng mg t 
th ' the spectacle of heavy rain began to fall. ··~o:c·=····: · ., 

e stars is d · d t h many. enle 0 The opening speec. 
made by the first Presi­
dent, local solicitor Mr. J. 
C. (Clem) Sheekey, could 
scarcely be heard through 

b Society members have 
R.~:n . invited l:.y the 
N ~nna Committee of the 

ahonal Trust to join 
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-HEALTH All PROGRESS 
Doctor Gerald Flynn will be guest speaker at the next 

meeting of the Wagga Wagga and District Historical Society. 
His subject will be Mavis, who was also a future by recording 

"The Development of committee member until history as it happens. 
Medical end Hospital recently, worked tireless- Those who attended the 
Services In Wegge ly for the society. Sincere April meeting heard an 

I 
from 1863-191 0". sympathy is offered to interesting talk on early 

The history is traced Mrs. Geaghan and her Riverina buildings, the 
through from the arrival family. construction of which 
in 1853 of the first doc- It was pleasing to read revealed the ingenuity 
tor, Allen Bradley recently in The Daily and resourcefulness of 
Morgan, the opening of Advertiser pupils of the the pioneers. Travelling 
the first hospital in Kin- new Tatton Public along rough, deserted, 
caid Street and the se- "'- dirt - tracks seeking 
cond one in Johnston material for his recent 
Street, until the closure book, Peter Freeman dis· 
of the latter and the covered ear I y 
opening of the new one in homesteads and farm 
1910. buildings seldom seen by 

Much research has the every day traveller. 
gone into this work At Tupra Station in 
which will be a valuable the Hay district he 
historical record. p h o t o g r a p h e d t h e 

The medina will be shearing shed, the 
held in the Education original section of which 
Centre, 102 Peter Street, was built by the Tysons. 
today Monday, May 26 In order to get the wool 
at 8pm. to the boats which plied 

M em be r s were the rivers b strip of land 
saddened to learn of the 20 miles long by two 
untimely death of Alder- m i 1 e s wide was 
man Keven Geaghan, purchased. A road was 
who served on the School are to compile a made which included 
Management Committee history of the school and several bridges and, at 
for several years in its area. the river's edge, a landing 
various capacities. in- Congratulations to the stage. 
eluding the position of school prihcipal for in- An unusual building 
vice-president and presi- troducing this novel way also photographed was 
dent. of looking after the the Bishop's Residence at 

L...:Bo:::.:th::.....:h::e.....:a=n:.:d:....:.:hi::.s_wili.....;';:.:e;__ _________ 
1 

Hay. Built by the bishop 
when it was first 
proposed to establish an 
Anglican diocese in the 
area, its walls consisted I 
of ''baby" corrugated 
iron. 

As a means of insula­
tion sawdust was placed 
between the outer and in­
ner walls thus making it 
bearable even in the 
extreme heat of western 
summers. On the gable 
above the front verandah 
can still be seen the car 
ving of the Bishop's in 
signia: The building is 
now surrounded by a 
market garden. 
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Kurrajong stalwarts 
to be guest speakers 

By "BIDGEE WHALER" 

Guest speakers at the next meeting of the Wagga and 
District Historical Society will be Mr. and Mrs. W. Hurd who 
have had a long association with the Kurrajong Special 
School. 

They have contributed greatly to its development. 
The school provides of photographs spanning 

education and loving 100 years ) n Wagga. 
care for young people Recently the museum 
in the community who was visited by Mr. 
have a special need. Richard Wesley, 

Visitors are welcome executive officer of the 
to attend the meeting at Museums Association, 
the Education Centre, who was appointed by 
I02 Peter Street, at 8 pm the New South Wales 
on Monday, February branch to give advice to 
16. . regional museums. 

Members and friends He was most im-
of the school auxiliary pressed by the progress 
are expecially invited to made by a largely self-
attend. help organisation. 

Although this is the Accompanied by three 
first general meeti'ng for members of the manage-
the year, members have ment committee he called 
been active in manning on the mayor and town 
the museum and have clerk to discuss the socie-
made a great effort to ty and its contribution to 
have it open each after- the cultural life of the ci-
noon during the recent ty · 
school vacation. The society's latest 

In order to encourage Journal - No. 4 - has 
the young in the com- aroused favourable com-
munity to realise the ment. 
significance of Australia It contains histories of 
D a y , t he m u s e u m four Wagga churches -
remained open all day on Anglican, Catholic, 
January 26 when Presbyterian and 
children were admitted Methodist. 
free. It is worthy of a place 

During the Wagga in any school library. It 
Festival '81 , the society was printed by The Daily 
combine d with the Advertiser. Assistance 
River in a Region a 1 with its publication was 
Branch of the National given by the Royal Aus-
Trust, in mounting, in the tralian Historical Socie-
Myer store, an exhibition ty, from funds allocated 

by the Cultural Grants 
Division of the Premier's 
Department. 

The Royal Society has 
always been aware of the 
needs of country 
societies and helps where 
possible. 

This year tlte " Royal" 
celebrates the 80th an­
niversary of its founda­
tion. 

It seeks new members 
to help it continue to 
preserve Australia ' s 
history . For member­
ship details phone 
212770. 

Saturday, April 11, 
has been set down for the 
annual fete at the 
museum. 

A high standard of at­
tractions will be offered. 

As this is the main 
fund-raising activity for 
the year, the society 
needs all the support 
possible. 

Planning is under way 
for the society's par­
ticipation in Heritage 
week - March 23-29. To 
open its celebrations the 
society will hold its an­
nual dinner in the Func­
tions Room of the Com­
mercial Club on Mon­
day, March 23. The 
museum will be open 

. ·' 
<n" 

throughout the 
featuring a special 
tion of 
photographs. 

At the Tourist 
mation Centre there 
also be an exhibition 
photographs. 

Coaches will 
from the Tourist \...ICIIlH!o·• 

for tours of 
places in the city area. 
guide from the 
will accompany the 

Mrs. E. Rn1iMiri• 
The funeral or 

Brunskill, Widow 
Brunskill formerly ~ 
and late of"Tbe Haws, 
was held at Wagga oa 
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Members' night 
. 

at history society 
By " BIDGEE WHALER" 

The next meeting of the Wagga and 
District Historical Society will take the 
form of a members' night. On this oc­
casion, members are asked to bring 
along an item of historical interest. 

Evenings such as this 
have been very popular in 
the past. 

New members are par­
ticularly requested to join 
in the evening. Visitors are 
welcome. Venue of the 
meeting will be the Educa­
tion Centre, 102 Peter 
Street on Monday, April-
27 at 8 pm. 

Already this year the 
society has been engaged 
in a variety of activities. In 
January, it participated in 
Festival '81, in March they 
joined in the "Living 
History" session at St 
John's Parish Centre 
during Senior Citizens' 
Week by displaying early 
Wagga photographs and 
talking to district pioneers. 

Despite the small 
number of members 
available for roster duty 
the museum opened its 
doors each day during 
"Heritage Week" mounted 
special photographic dis­
plays and conducted 
coach tours to historic 
areas in the city. _ 

At the Heritage Dinner, 
Mr. Richard Wesley, the 
executive officer of the 
Museums' Association of 
Australia (NS W) ad­
dressed members and their 

~ 

-f-~~ 

" .......... · .. ··,:,~ 
I I ! 

I / 

t 
cook's gallery which was 
an important part of the 
equipment of Fife's chaff­
cutting team in earlier 
days. 

It was donated by the 
Fife family and it still com­
plete with cobking and 
eating utensils., 

To all who gave of their 
time and skills,)the society 

At the end of March, is most grateful. 
the society was host to a As a community service 
party of 44 members of the students from the painters 
Royal Victorian Historical and decorators course at 
Society, who thoroughly the W agga Technical 
enjoyed a tour of historic College are carrying out 
sites in the city including the painting o.f the 
the Best family cemetery. museum. 

Before departing, they The work which enables 
inspected the museum and them to gain practical 
were entertained at mor- experience and at the same 
ning tea time, help the society, is 

A successful annual fete being done under the 
was held at the museum supervision of their in­
this month, much interest structor. This fine gesture 
was shown in the display is very much appreciated. 
of old machinery, sheep- The society needs more 
shearing, craftsmen and members and volunteers to 
women at work and the help with the roster at the 
Wagga Accordian Band museum. The secretary 

friends. 

Several aldermen of the (phone 212770) would be 
City Council attended. pleased to hear from any 
Alderman H. Fife was on one interested in helping 

-----------~~h~an~d~ro~~spe~ak~a~b~o~u~t~t~h~e_j~lt~ ou . --------- ----1 
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early photograph of the Wagga ng lub. 

From among the writer's 'men:'orabilia has emerged 
the accompanying post card of the Wagga Bowling Club. 

The occasion must 
have been a gala 
one. 

Note the number of 
lady spectators. 

Greenkeeping has 
certainly come a long­
way since that time. 

The date of the 
photo is not known but 
no doubt it was prior to 
the building of the pre­
sent hospital in 1910, 
as the former hospital 
built in the early 1860's 
..:an be seen in the 
background. 

It was in Tarcutta 
Street on the present 
-;ite of the residence of 
the Inspector of Police. 

Perhaps a reader 
may be able to identify 
')orne of the bowlers. A 
phone call to 2261 78 
would be appreciated. 

The next general 
meeting of the Wagga 
and District Historical 
Society will be held at 8 
pm at the Education 
Centre, 102 Peter 
Street, on Monday, 
July 20. 

On this occasion 
there will not be a guest 
speaker. instead the 
evening will be devoted 
to discussion on impor­
tant matters relating to 
the museum. 

Recently the 
Management Com ­
mittee commissioned a 
survey on future plan­
ning and development 

of the museum. 
As a result, Mr. 

Brian Bertram, an 
expert consultant on 
museum administration 
and development, spent 
two days in Wagga. He 
met with some 
me m be r s of t h e 
Management Com­
mittee and then made a 
thorough investigation 
of all ~reas of the 
museum. 

His written report 
with recommendations 
has just come to hand, 
the contents of which 
will be outlined to 
members at the 
meeting. 

The proposed July 
seminar on conserva­
tion of metals has been 
postponed until Oc­
tober. 

As mentioned last 
month there will be an 
excursion to the Hay 
area on the weekend 
August 15 -16. 

Members are asked 
to make early bookings 
sp that any remaining 
seats in the aircon­
ditioned coach may be 
made available to in­
terested members of the 
public. 

Society treasurer, 
Mr. Michael Starr and 
Mrs. Starr. who have 
been holidaying in 
England, will return 
home later this month. 

Would you believe 

By "Bidge~~ ~ 

Whaler" ~ 
~~ ~~ 

i . (~ 

. \..,·~~~ 
~- . ,.,, 
\\ -~ ~ 
.. t . 

l . 
• · ' J 

.,__~' ~..~ 
r,"­

that in Wagga 100 
years ago a pound of 
steak could be 
purchased for 
threepence? An . ac­
count dated · 1881 was 
rendered by Charles 
Brideson the proprietor 

of the North Wagga 
Butchery, to Mr. G. W. 

Commins who, besides 
being a licensed sur-

veyor. followed farming 
pursuits at "Spring-

field", North Wagga 
for many years. 

The account, an in­
teresting document, 

contains items 
purchased such as : two 

pounds of steak -
sixpence (five cents); 

six pound leg of mutton 
and two pounds of 
steak - two shillings 
(20 cents).. 



 
continues next page 

OURMU'SEUM 
IMPRESSES 

CONSULTANT 
The Wagga and District Historical Socie­

will hold its annual meet ing at the Educa­
tion Centre, 1 02 Peter Street, on M ~nd~y at 8 

pm. 
Reports of the year's 

activities will be 
presented and office­
bearers elected for the 
coming ....year. 

This wiU· be an im-
ortant meeting as 

possible changes or 
amendments to the con­
stitution will be dis­
cussed. 

It is ·hoped that, in 
the light of the Bertram 
report, more members 
of the community and 
those who are already 
members, will be willing 
to be involved in the 
conduct of the society's 
museum from now on. 

The report men- · 
tioned is the result of a 

. decision by the society 
to commission a 
professional survey of 
the museum in order to 

its future develop-

By ··s·d r. t gee.~ 4,.. 
-.;--~ 

W haler" -.. ~; . 
· ·~tl'A 
~ --/ ;, 

: i ' · (~ 
·, . A, .., : 

~~ 'J 3 

'\..!'~;'~ 
~ :.._ ~ ,._ 
" 1' .. ~~ 
.._ _, ~J . 
~' 

-""-. 

m a de if funds are 
available. 

The museum opened 
i n 1967 and the 
centenary wing was 
added and opened by 
Mr. Justice Else­
Mitchell, a judge of the 
Supreme Court and . 
President of the Royal 
Australian Historical 
Society, on Febq..tary 
13, 1971. 

Since that time it has 
provided an 
educational resource 
for schools and colleges 
in the region, as well a 
being a tourist attrac­
tion. 

Mr. Bertram's view 
is that high on the 
priority list should be 
the appointment of a 
trained curator. 

Up to now manage­
ment of the museum 

has been carried out on 
a voluntary basis by 
society members.-

-· The Wagga City 
Council has decided to 
place on· its estimates 
for the coming year, an 
amount of $9000 to 
meet half the cost of a 
curator's salary 1 

provided that a grant of i 
a similar amount is 
forthcoming from the 
Division of Cultural Af­
fairs of -the State 
Government. 

It is considered by 
Mr. Bertram that the 
museum s collections · 
are extensive enough 
for it to become an im-: 
portant repository and 
exhibition of rural 
artefacts particularly 
farm ehicles and 
equipment. 

For this reason one 
of the important aims 
would be the pro ision 
of a machinery shed 
along the western end 
of the grounds and a 

~-~~-

vehicle shed along the 
northern end; following 

f that, alterations should 
be tnade to Building 
No. 2 (the area where 
there is a step land 
slope) to provide a mez­
zanine floor containing 
a meeting room, 
curator's office and a 
basement area for 
storage and restoration 
work-shop. 

An approach is 
being made to local ser­
vice clubs who have 
been most supportive in 
the past, suggesting 
that perhaps the im­
.plementation of the 
museum development 
as outlined, might be 
undertaken as a project 
for the 19 8 8 Bi­
Centenary. 

Such a gesture would 
give the society the im­
petus it needs. 

It is proposed to 
make a weekend excur­
sion to Hay on October 
10, II to see historic 
"Uardry ', renowned 
for its Merino stud. 

The many historic 
buildings which grace 
the town wi ll be viewed 
as well as the l cal 
historica l society' 
mu eum which i 
h used in the ~ rmer 
jail. 

An memb r 
community are 
welcome to c me along. 

I n(l rmation may b 
obtained by ph ning 
either 2 5207, 212770 
or 253145. Th final 

for ac ptan e f 
and fees i Mon-
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Museum 
advice 
from 

Temora 
The Wagga and 

District Historical 
Society has invited Mr. 
R. Maslin to address its 
next meeting on Mon­
day. October 19 at the 
Education Centre. 1 02 
Peter Street at 8 pm. 

Mr. Maslin is President 
of the Temora Historical 
Society which conducts a 
successful Rural Museum. 
He will speak on the ad­
ministration of the affairs 
of the Temora society and 
its museum. 

Preceding the talk, 
further discussion will take 
place among local society 
members relating to 
proposed changes to the 
constitution to enable 
enlargement of the board 
of management. 

This has been suggested 
so a greater number of 
members can be involved 
in the future management 
of the society, particularly 
if a grant is forthcoming 
from the Department of 
Cultural Activities of the 
NSW Government, to 
assist with the appointment 
of a curator or director for 
the museum. 

Seminar 

Much interest is being 
shown in the !leminar on 
"Conservation of Metals" 
to be held at Riverina 
College this weekend, Oc­
tober 17-18. 

It should prove a 
valuable exercise for those 
involved in restoration of 
machinery. 

Representatives will at­
tend from Harden, Young, 
Temora, Alb•try, Jindera, 
Lockhart and G riffith. 
Tutors are experts from 
the Canberra CAE. 

Helpers 

A working bee will be 
held at the museum com­
mencing at 9 am on Oc­
tober 17. Willing helpers 
are needed. 

Recent acquisitions in­
clude some interesting ear­
ly items from the estate of 
the late Mr. Clem Wright 
Items passed on to the 
society by his sister, Sister 
M. Philippa of Mount Erin 
Convent, include a rare 
1832 map of Sydney, a 
book containing architec­
tural drawings of Sydney 
buildings in 1848 and a 
picture of a Grand 
National Cricket Match 
between Victorian and 
NSW teams played on the 
Outer Domain, Sydney in 
January, 1857. 
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Wagga museum 
into the finals 

By SYLVIA WALSH 

The Wagga and District Historical 
Society's museum has been named one 
of the finalists in the 'Museum of the 
Year' competition, conducted by the 
Museums Association of Australia and 
sponsored by the Bank of NSW (now 
Westpac). 

Four awards will be 
made in the State, the 
museums being divided 
Into two classes so 
museums with few or 
no professional steff 
end limited resources 
do not compete directly 
with the larger 
museums. 

In each class awards 
wiD be made to the best 
overall museum· and for 
the best new exhibition or 
display. 

Winners wiD receive a 
cash prize and a wall 
plaque. 

The aims of the awards 
are to recognise those 
museums which attain high 
standards and to en­
courage them to develop 
innovative programs and 
strive for improvement; to 
draw the attention of the 
Australian community to 
the important contribution 
made by museums and 
their staff in preserving, 
researching and displaying 
our national heritage. 

Of the 66 museums 
entered, 20 finalists were 
country museums. 

The local museum was 
visited last week by the 
judges, who included Dr. 
P. Stanbury, chairman of 
the Historic Houses Trust 
of NSW, director of 
Macleay Museum, and 
Mrs. Christine Hartgill. 

They were accompanied 
by Mr. Richard Wesley, 
executive officer of the 
Museums Association of 
Australia (NSW). 

The awards will be 
presented to the winners 
during Heritage Week, 
March 22-28. 

With the aid of a grant 
from the Premier's Depart-

ment under the Cultural 
Grants Scheme the 
Museums Association wiD 
be seeking a conservator to 
help the 3 30 museums in 
NSW. 

Until now there has 
been no conservation ser­
vice for the hundreds of 
smaU museums throughout 
the country. 

The conservator would 
be based in Sydney where 
conservation facilities in 
the laboratory of the 
Museum of Applied Arts 
and Sciences would be 
made available for work 
on selected subjects. 

He would spend a good 
deal of time in the country, 
advising museums how to 
preserve their coDections 
and how to obtain the best 
conditions to slow down 
deterioration. 

A series of seminars 
would also be planned. 
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The proprietor of the Jindera Museum, Mrs. Marj 
Wehner. has been invited to be present at the next meeting of 
the Wagga and District Historical Society. 

The Jindera Museum 
won an award in the re­
cent "Museum of the 
Year" competition con­
ducted by the Aus­
tralian Museums 
Association (NSW 
Branch), which was 
finalised during 
Heritage Week. 

The award was in the 
section for overall display 
in a mu se um having 
limited staff. 

The W agga society, 
which was a finalist in the 
competition. offers con­
gratulations to Jindera on 
its success. 

The society has asked 
Mrs. Wehner to speak 
about the historical back­
ground of the museum. 

Mrs. Wehner is a 
descendant of the Wagner 
family, who, in 1874, es­
tablished the Jindera store 
which now forms part. of 
the museum. 

The original general 
store with its quaint 
counters, fittings, storage 
bins, bottles, etc., has been 
preserved just as it was in 
those early times. 

The meeting will be held 
at the Education Centre, 
I 02 Peter Street, at 8 pm 
on Monday. Visitors are 
welcome. 

The Central Wagga 
Lions Club has donated 
$300 to the museum fund 
to assist in the building of 
a much-needed shelter for 
early machinery which at 
present is out in the open, 
at the mercy of the 
elements. 

To prepare for the an· 
nual fete, members of the 
society will hold a working 
bee at the museum on 
Saturday commencing at 
10 am. Willing hands are 
needed. 

Anyone who can spare 
an hour or two during the 
day will be very welcome. 

The fete which marks 
the 15th anniversary of the 
opening of the museum 
will be held on Saturday, 
April 24, commencing at 
1.30 pm. 

Many attractions are 

sv "Bidge~r~ 
~ 

W haler" · 

planned including pony 
rides for the children, 
demonstrations of leather 
work. china painting, 
enamelling, spinning, 
pyrography (wood­
burning), wolfram 
crushing and sheep 
shearing. 

Other early machinery 
will be in operation. 

Home -made cakes, 
afternoon tea, soft drinks 
and garden plants will be 
available. 

A special attraction will 
be entertainment by the 
Wagga Accordion Band. 

The annual meeting of 
the south-west chapter of 
the Museums Association 
will be held at Parkes at 
the weekend. 

Among recent 
donations to the museum 
is a collection of farm 
equipment including 
ploughs. cultivators and a 
tumbling tommy, all . of 
which came from Gobba­
gumbalin. one of the early 
p~operties in the area. 

Until recently it was 
owned and operated by 
Mr. R. L. Brunskill. 

----------------------· lo reprisals 
in Australia 

SYDNEY - The Federal Government bas 
reassured Australia's 7000-strons Arsentinian com­
munity that there will be no reprisals against them over 
the Falkland Islands controversy. 

A statement released to the Spanish-language 
media by the Department of Immigration and Ethnic 
Affairs reassured Argentinians that all permanent 
residents of Australia had identical rights and that "the 
situations of Arsentinians in this country was in no way 
threatened by the current difference between Britain and 
Argentina". 

A Department spokesman said yesterday the state· 
ment had been made because of fears expressed b• 
South American and Spanish speaking organisatio• 

"PeopJe imagined that because of the Falkland 1 
situation and Australia's reported support for 
we would be takins some sort of reprisal• 
Argentinians, including those who are 
citizens". 

The Department's move, which the " 
was "a fairly unusual step" was air 
Argentinians that they would be tr 
from anybody else". 

"We have beard rumov· 
Australian citizens going to 
Australian banks. Wbethr 
do not know," he saicl 

The statement aJ• 
tlon to Australia , 
Australian Em' 

This was 
people t}1 
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Photographic history 
for -Society meeting 

G uest speaker at the 
next meeting of the Wagga 
a nd D istrict Histo rical 
Socie t y will be Mr. 
Michael Pym, manager of 
the photographic depart­
ment of Gissings Phar­
macy. 

In appreciation of his 
contribution in copying 
photographs for the Socie­
ty for a long period. life 
membership was conferred 
on h1m some years ago. 

Mr. Pym has had many 
years of experience in his 
field. After leaving school 
he joined the staff of two 
local newspapers . the 
"Evening News" and the 
" Riverina Stock and Sta­
tion Recorder'', as a e Wagga hospital which served the community for 50 years. 
photographer and Commerce and Industry Like many of their 
engraver. has approved a grant of countrymen they migrated 

He later joined the $1425 to meet the cost of from Germany during a 
Ernest Tooley Studio and installing awnings and ume of religious persecu­
for the past 14 years has blinds to reduce the tion and economic revolu­
been in his present position amount of direct light tion. A great number of 
at Glssings. entering the Museum. these migrants settled in 

H1 s s ubject will be ThedateoftheMuseum the Barossa Valley, South 
"Cameras and Photo- Birthday Fete fo r 1983 has Australia where they es­
graphy to 1940". Slides been fixed for Saturday, tabli sh ed the great 
will Illustrate the talk. April 16. Australian wine industry. 

The meetmg will be held The Society will mount Ros ier and Wagner 
at the Education Centre, a display at the Antique went to Jindera. for merly 
102 Peter Street at 8 pm Fair to be conducted by known as Dights Forest, 
on Monday, May 17 · South Wagga Rotary Club where they conducted the 
V1sitors are welcome. in Ky,eamba Smith Hall store in partnership from 

A welcome guest at the from June 4-6. 18 74 1884. 
April general meeting was At the April meeting Peter Wagner was deep-
Or. Hazel King , vice- Mrs. Marge Wehner, a ly involved in the early 
president of the Royal member of the Museum development of the area 
Au s trali an Historical Trust which operates the and was responsible for 
Society and co-editor of its Jindera Pioneer Museum, the tree planting scheme 
journal. traced the history of the for the main street. 

Dr. King, now retired Wagner and Ro sIer The store passed from 
was formerly senior lee- families - un ited by the family hands in 1951 
turer in history at Sydney marriage - who operated but m 1967 with local sup­
University. the Jindera store which IS port it was purchased and 

The Wagga Chamber of now the museum. 1S now controlled by the 

8 The Daily Advertiser, Thurs., May 13, 1982 

Tru s t as the 
Museum. 

Pioneer 

Recently the Society 
was given a photograph of 
the Wagga Hospital which 
stood on the north-eastern 
corner of Johnston and 
Tarcutta Streets, the pre­
~ent s1te of the residence of 
the Inspector of Police. 

The fountain in the 
foreground is that which 
now graces the ro~e gar­
den ncar the Civic Theatre. 

The first hospital was 
conducted in rented 
premises in Kincaid Street 
fro m the mid I 850's. 

The one pictured built in 
early 1860s had three 
wards, male, female and 
infectious. It served the 
community unul the pre­
sent hospital was built in 
1910. 

- Bidgee Whaler 
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As 1982 is the Year 
of the Tree the subject 
chosen is appropriate. 

Mr. Allen will speak on 
the decline of trees in the 
landscape in some areas of 
western NSW. As well as 
outlining some of the 
evidence of tree decline 
Mr. Allen will discuss 
some of its causes. 

A historical perspective 
to the topic will be 
JXUVided by Society Presi­
dent, Mr. Keith Swan who 
will comment on descrip­
tions of trees in parts of 
the Riverina as recorded 
by the early explorers such 
as Captain Charles Sturt 
and Major Mitchell. 
· · The meeting will be held 
at the Education Centre, 
I 02 Peter Street on Mon­
day, June 21, at 8 pm. 
Visitors are welcome. 

As already reported in 
the Daily Advertiser, the 
Society has appointed its 
first Museum Director, 
Miss Barbara Pederson, 
who will be taking up her 
position on July 1. 

The Society looks 
forward to receiving the 
professional advice and 
guidance which the new 
Director can offer. 

So members may make 
her acqu.a intance, a 
"Welcome" gathering will 
be held at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Geoff Bamberty, 
Coursing Park on Sunday, 
July 18. 

The Board of Directors 
has appointed a Museum 
Staff Com~ittee: Messrs. 
K. Swan, G. Lewis, M. 
Starr, G. Bamberry, D. 
Brech, M. Gissing, Miss P. 
de Jersey and Mrs. S. 
Walsh. 

Five other committees 
have already been ap­
pointed: Finance , 
membership and social, 
muse um, libr a ry and 
research, publications and 
publicity. 

During July a 
membership drive will be 
conducted. 

More members are 
needed; there is much to 
be done at the Museum 
and in other areas of ac­
tivity such as research, to 
sa tisfy the increasing 
number of requests for in­
formation received by 
mail, mostly relating to 
family histories. 

A new members after­
noon wdl be held at the 

f_f ~~· ~~~ .l 
~~ . 
.. f . 
.. _, ~ . .J 
~~ ,_ 

Museum on Sunday, 
August 8. 

It will be a family day 
for all members new and 
old. 

Special attractions are 
planned for children. 

Entry will be free. 
Numerous wor king 
exhibits will be in opera­
tion and there will be dis­
plays as well. 

The Society will par­
ticipate in an exhibition at 
the W agga High School 
from July 15-18, to 
celebrate 70 years of the 
School's establishment. 

An interesting article 
appeared in the Southern 
Rural on Friday June 4, 
under the heading "The 
fame of John Hartigan". 

It refers to the recently 
published biography ")ohn 
O'Brien and The Boree 
Log". 

The subject of the 
biography was however, 
Patrick not John Hartigan. 

He was Father Patrick 
Joseph Hartigan later to 
become Monsignor. The 
author of the biography is 
his nephew, Father Frank 
Mecham of Lindfield. 

In "A History of the 
Farmers and Settlers 
Association" (1957) by 
Wm Bayley reference is 
made to the Lake Albert 
Bushfire Brigade: 

"In 1904-5 the fires 
which ravaged almost 
every part of the State 
were the worst experienced 
and the settlers were deter­
mined to organise to con­
trol future outbreaks. 

The "Farme r and 
Settler" of August 13, 
1909 reported that the 
Pioneer Fire Brigade was 
formed at Lake Albert in 
the Murrumbidgee district 
on January 2, 1906 and 
was believed to have 
been the first organised 
Bushfire Brigade in the 
country. 

It comprised a ll 
residents of the district 
who co-operated in an 
endeavour to avoid a dis­
aster similar to that when 
fires swept from Urana to 
Gundagai at the end of 
1904. 
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FROM RIVERS TO . 
WATER HOLES • • 

The spectre of drought has always been with us 
and no doubt from time to time, always will be. 

The dreaded word seems to be on most lips at 
present, at least in the country areas. Discussions arise 
as to which seems to have been the worst drought, the 
1902, 1914, 1944 or earlier ones such as the seven year 
drought in the 1830s to 1840s. 

John O'Brien wrote eluded using a team horses not mucb longer 
that " the devastating pulling a huge "mallee than a week. 
drought began in 1836 roUer" as it was called, It was an expensive 
and did not break until which in reality was a operation both in time 
1843 . The Murrum- large tree sawn to work- and money, but at least 
bidgee and the Murray able size. it enabled the farmers to 
Rivers were only a chain With each ploughing, keep their teams alive. 
of water holes". the roots came to the One of the nearby far-

The inimitable James surface. They were and mers was at his wits eod. 
Gormly, a most un- still are a valuable His sbccp were bogging 
forgettable character, source of firewood. in the mud of the dam 
who was Mayor of Wag-. Even today they are and dying where they 
ga in 1884-85 and a transported by road to lay. He heard of the 
member of the Legisla- Melbourne to be sold water scheme and de-
live Council from 1904 for that purpose. cided to make some wa-
to 1922, recorded that ter troughs. With time 
his wife's father, Joseph The drought of that running out he joined 
Cox who had just ar- year was devastating. the procession of teams 
rived in the country, was Not only were pas- and tanks, a familiar 
making his way with his tures non existent but sight going to and fro 
young family, from dams had dried up and with monotonous reg-
Gobarralong to The water supplies were de- ularity. 
Tumut. pleted. One can imagine Returning to the farm 

They camped for a what this meant to the he filled the troughs and 
night in the dry bed of farmer who depended tben drove bis 350 
the Tumut River. for this livelihood on his sheep; or what was left 

This writer's father- team working horses. of them to the water, 
in-law was farming in The horses, in turn, but try as he may, the 
the Victorian Mallee depended on a good wa- sheep, accustomed only 
country during the tersupplyastheaverage to drinking dam water 

porariJy left them farms 
and, with their teams, 
joined tbe many road­
makers. 

In this way they not 
only supplemented their 
dwindled incomc:s but 
ensured abo that their 
horses bad some feed 
and water for survival. 

On a brigbter note, 
the Waga and District 
Historical Society will 
be host to Mr. Richard 
Wesley. exeaative offic­
er of the Museums~ 
c:iatioo of New South 
Wales, on next Monday 
evening, October 25. 

Anyooe interested in 
a talk and slides of 
Museums in Eqland, is 
welcome to attend. 

The speaker will also 
discuss bis role in 
museum development in 
this State. The venue is 
the library of Mount 
Austin School at 8 pm. drought of 1902. working horse drank would not drink the 

He, his brother and eight gaUons or thereab- "imported" water. Dis- .,......_,.,.,__......, __ ~ 
two sisters bad each outs per day. appointed and frus-
drawn a 640 acre block A ware of the plight of trated the farmer re-
of land near the town of the mallee farmers, the turned to the bouse, 
Berriwillock. Government of the day rea~ for a gun in the Northern Riverina 

Thick malice scrub, alleviated the situation cupboard and tben County Couocil hopes to 
virgin land, covered the somewhat by sending walked to the shed and save about $60,000 a 
area for miles. Methods water tanks by rail from took his own life. by changing over to 
of clearing the land in- Bendigo to Berriwil- Sucb was the hear- diesel-powered moto 

~::::::::::::::=:::::::::::::::::::~~;') lock, a distance of 100 vehicles and by a longer: 
..,. miles. tache and tragedy of cbangeover period for its 

Farmers brought their drought. ligbt vehicle fleet. 
own square iron tanks On the road to BaUar-
( called malt tanks) by at there were several Tbe cbangeover will be 
horse team and cart to Government tanks implemented in stages as 
Berriwillock Railway (dams) on travelling vehicles come up for re~ 
Station to be filled . s tock routes. Road- placement. 

SAVING 

They paid four shillings making was in progress Tbe policy change fol 
(40 cents) for a 400 gal- and so the two male lows · · · b 
Jon tank full , which members of the family the ~;n=~ M 

._._._w_o_ul~d~l-as_t~a~te_a_m_o_f~m~e-nb_·o_n~ed~a-bo~v~e,~tem __ -.A..._Gordo __ n McGeorge. 
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Wagga and District 
Historical Society 

The monthly meeting of the Wagga and 
District Historical Society will be held at the 
Education Centre on Monday, October 18 at 8 
pm. 

Guest speaker, Miss 
Anne Clyde is a lecturer 
in the History of Librar­
ies in the School of Lib­
rary and Information 
Science at the Riverina 
College of Advanced 
Education. The subject 
of her talk will be ''The 
History of the Anglican 
Diocese of the River­
ina". Visitors are wel­
come. 

Mr. Richard Wesley, 
Executive Officer of the 
Museums Association of 
New South Wales will be 
in Wagga on Monday, 
October 25. 

To give all members an 
opportunity to meet him, 
an informal meeting will 
be held on that evening at 
8 pm in the library of 
Mount Austin High 
School. 

Mr. Wesley bas recent­
ly carried out work in 
England in museums 
which are comparable 
with the socie ty ' s 
museum. He is known to 
many members, having 
been guest speaker at the 
society's annual dinner in 
1981. 

He will speak also ab­
out his role in museum 
development in this State. 
An invitation is extended 
to anyone who might be 
interested in the subject, 
to go along. 

The museum which was 
a finalist in the 'Museum 
of the Year' competition 
early this year, is once 
again entered, this time in 
the 'special display' sec­
tion . 

During the celebrations 
associated with the 

By "Bidgeer~ 
~ 

Whaler" · 

centenary of local Gov­
ernment in 1970 a small 
temporary bark building 
was erected by the city 
council on the concourse 
of the council chambers. 
It was used as a post office 
from which were issued 
first-day covers with spe­
cial centenary post mark. 

Appropriately it bore 
the name of Cobb and 
Co. for it was in that 
vicinity that Cobb and 
Co. had its horseyards in 
the early days. 

At the conclusion of the 
celebrations the post 
office was given to the 1 

museum and is at present 
being prepared as a com­
munications centre to be 
entered in the competi­
tion. 

To prepare the building 
for inspection and also to 
re-arrange other exhibits, 
working bees will be held 
on Saturday, October 16 
and 30 from 9 am - 4 pm. 
Help at anytime during j 
those hours would be 
appreciated. · 

"Myall" will be the I 

venue for an excursion on 
Saturday, November 6. 

"Myall" the property of 
Mr. and Mrs. R . H . 
Browne, is situated 80 
kilometres from Wagga. 
It is part of the original 
Brooltong Station. Many 
of its early farm items are 
still in use on the property 
including two traction en­
gines. 

At the recent annual 
meeting of the society, 
office-bearers of the 
board of directors were 
elected as follows: Presi­
dent: Mr. Keith Swan; 
Vice-president: Messrs. 
Arthur Nixon, Morris 
Gissing and Mrs. Sylvia 
Walsh; Honorary Secret­
ary: Mr. Geoff Lewis; 
Honorary Treasurer: Mr. 
Michael Starr; Board 
members: Mesdames N. 
Carlin, V. Swan, Miss P. 
de Jersey, Messrs. G. 
Bamberry, D. Brecb, C. 
Carlin, K. Le Lievre, R. 
Palmer, J . Winterbottom 
and K. Sterling. 
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MEETINGS 
RESUME 

General meet ings of the Wac 
9~ and District Historical Societ 
w1ll resume this month. 

The frrst for 1983 
will be held on Mon­
day, February 21 at the 
Education Centre, 102 
Peter Street, at 8 pm. 

The guest speaker 
will be Mr Mervyn 
Morris, who is a tutor 
in Administration at 
the Riverina College 
of Advanced Educa­
tion. 

Prior to taking up 
this position , Mr Mor­
ris held a number of 
a_dmi~istrative posi­
tiOns m the college, in 
local government and 
in the NSW Public Ser­
vice. 

He had been car­
rying out research in 
industrial relations at 
Tubbo Station for his 
Litt.B. thesis' at the 
University of New En­
gland. 

The subject of Mr 
Morris' talk will be 
"Tubbo and the shear­
ers' strikes of the 
1890s". 

The society's No 5 
Journal is now avail­
able. It bears the title 
" People , Properties 
and Professions". It 
co~tains the following 
articles, which were 
subjects of talks given 
at society meetings. 

"A Quarter-century 
of ~ocal History", by 
Ketth Swan; "Yabtree 
1829-1972 (143)" by 
Wallace Horsley; "A 
Half-century of Medic-
al Practice in Wagga" 
by Dr R. A. Lewis· 
and " Patrick Mora~ 
and Family", by Sylvia 
Walsh. 

· f he JOurnal IS avail­
able at the museum, 
from the treasurer, Mr 
M. Starr and at most 
local booksellers. 

The society offers 
congratulations to Life­
member , Dr R . A . 
Le wis , who was 
awarded an MBE in 
the New Year Hon­
ours, for his contribu­
tion to medicine over 
such a long period. 

Congratulations also 
to member Mrs M. 
Hamill , who was de­
clared "Citizen of the 
Year" on Austra lia 
Day. 

A program with a 
diffe rence was con­
ducted at the museum 
fo r four days during 
January. 

It was a highly suc­
cessful venture. 

Museum directo r , 
Ba rbara Pe de rse n , 
assisted by Mr Little­
j o hn o f Hard e n ­
Murrumbu r r a h 
Museum, and society 
members C. Sterling, 
R. Lewis, N. and C. 
Carlin conducted acti­
vities for children be­
twee n the ages o f 
seven and 14 years. 

The children learnt 
about co nserva tion 
and , more important­
ly, they gained know-

ledge of the exhibits 
and their significance 
to local history. 

T he children en­
joyed the novel experi­
ence which included 
treasure hunts and 
other fun games. 

The society is grate­
~~ to the Daily Adver­
ttser for its coverage. 

The board of direc­
tors is already making 
arrangements for the 
annual fete , which will 
be held at the museum 
on Saturday, April 16. 

. It will be a fitting 
fmale to "Heritage 
Week". 

Society members 
will be hosts to mem­
bers of the Sydney­
based " W hi p and 
Whistle Club" on Eas­
ter Saturday, April 2. 

The tour members 
will visit the museum 
where they will lunch 
with society members. 

Mr Frank Forde , 
who died last week in 
Queensland aged 92 
years, will be remem­
bered by many Wagga 
residents. 

H e married Vera, 
the only daughte r of J. 
K. O' Reilly, a promin­
ent citizen who, for 
many years, conducted 
a drapery store on the 
" hill" nest door to the 
form e r Aus tra li a n 
Hotel. 

The sto re was on the 
site where , in later 
years, Coles variety 
store was built. 

The premises are 
now vacant. 

Since Mr Forde's 
death, prominence has 
been given to the fact 
tha t he was Prime 
Ministe r for just six 
days (the shortest term 
on record). 

Little mention has 
been made, however, 
of the service he gave 
in ~he important port­
foho of Minister for 
the Army during the 
Second World War. 

H e later became 
High Commissioner to 
Canada. 

He was respected by 
all parliamentarians 
irrespective of thei; 
political persuasion . 
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Museum birthday 
a pleasing time 
Members of the Wagga aod District Historical Society 

were pleased with the results of the museum birthday fete held 
recently. 

Despite the fact that 
there were several func­
tions of a similar nature 
held on the same day, 
community support was 
forthcoming. It was en­
couraging and certainly 
much appreciated . The 
society expresses its grati­
tude to all who gave assist­
ance. 

Guest speaker at the 
next meeting of the society 
wi II be Dr. David De­
nholm who is Senior Lec­
turer in History at the 
Riverina College of Adv­
anced Education. Winner 
of the Dame Mary Gil­
more Award in 1958, Dr. 
Denholm is a1so the au­
thor of "The Colonial Au­
stralians" published in 
1979. 

During the recent sum­
mer months !::>r. Denholm 
undertook an aerial sur­
vey of the Wagga district , 
seeking the location of 
natural springs of which 
there are many around the 
countryside. 

The very early settlers 
built their dwellings close 
to natural water supplies. 
Sometimes near these are 
found signs of early abor­
iginal camps. As other 
sources of water became 
available settlers were 
able to move furth e r 
afield. 

The title of the talk will 
be " Droughts, Springs 
and Aerial Photography'". 
The meeting will be held 
at the Education Centre. 
102 Peter Street at 8 p.m. 
on Monday, May 16. Visi­
tors are welcome. 

During Anzac weekend 
a seminar on education 
was held at the museum. It 
was an inservice course 
conducted by the Educa­
tion De ment and de-

signed to assist teachers 
and encourage purposeful 
use of the museum by 
school classes. 

Lecturers were Mr. 
John Hodge, Senior Lec­
turer in the Department of 
Museum Studies at the 
Sydney University and 
Miss Pat McDonald, 
Senior Education Officer 
at the Australian 
Museum. 

The dedicated members 
who work tirelessly at the 
museum are now seeing 
the fruits of their labours, 
with the establishment of a 
communications centre 
and other improvements. 

A further working-bee 
will be held on Saturday, 
May 28 between the hours 
of 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Helpers 
are welcome. 

1be society is now able 
to supply copies of early 
photographs of Wagga 
and district. Orders may 
be placed, having due re­
gard to copyright. Selec­
tion may be made at the 
museum during week­
days. Phone the museum 
on 252934 for attendance 
times. Application forms 
will be available. 

A descendant of the De­
vlin family was in Wagga 
last week seeking informa­
tion about her father , 
Arthur Bush (born 1889) 
who later changed his 
name to John Milton De­
vlin. Please phone 226178 
if able to help. 

A seminar on " Keeping 
Archives" will be held at 
the Australian National 
University, Canberra on 
Saturday, June 18. Furth­
er details are available 
from Peter Moore, phone 
(062) 494066. 

Search lor missi 
CANBERRA- Two 

officers from the de­
partment of aviation 
will fly to Papua New 
Guinea to assist local 
authorities search for 
a light aircraft mis­
sing with six Austra­
lians on board. 

1be plane has been mis­
sing since leaving Port 
Moresby on a Hight to 
Madang about midday on 
Tuesday. 

A statement from th 
Aviation Department 
yesterday said PNG ha 
asked for assistance under. 
a mutual internationa 
search and rescue agree­
ment with Australia . 

An officer from the de· 
partment's earch and n•r 
cue organisation in r 

bane and anotbr 
Canberra wou' · 
Port Morer' 
ordinat' 

-r 



 
 
 
 

 

Published: Daily Advertiser 18 June 1983 
Keywords: Historical Society, Les Kennedy, Pat Brassil, Mrs Kath Higgins 



 
 
 
 

 

Published: Daily Advertiser 14 July 1983 
Keywords: Historical Society, Museum, Tumbarumba railway line, Michael Lynch, Barbara Pedersen 



 
 
 
 

 

Published: Daily Advertiser 10 August 1983 
Keywords: Historical Society, Museum, Keith Swan, influenza, pneumonic flu epidemic

Early sketch of Wagga, 1850s 

Your 
"OIOR 

[ Stocklet 

At the next meeting of the Wagga and District 
Historical Society, Mr Keith Swan will show slides 
depicting aspects of early life in Wagga and district from 
1850-1900. 

Visitors are welcome to held, the proposed date 
go along to the meeting at being October 16. 
the Education Centre, 102 In preparation for these 
Peter Street on Monday events. a working bee will 
August 15 at 8 pm. be held on Saturday August 

The Society will partici- 20, between 9 am and 5 pm . 
pate in the Wagga Spring The Board of Directors 

Kennedy' I Phllrmecy Festival by mounting a spe- appeals to the public to 
(W. L Prlggl cial display at the Museum. assist 1f possible. 

1se BAYUS STRHT An open day will also be In particular younger 

~;;;;;;;;;;;;::~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~ people are invited to go ;;; along for a short period to 
help in some way. 

FOR WEDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

FREEMANS 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 

109 TRAIL STREET, WAGGA 
PHONE 213882 

-{;:: 7" x 5" COLOUR PHOTOS 
$2 .50 per copy 

Members whose spare 
ume is lim1ted , cannot hope 
to cope with the mounting 
jobs of preservauon. Valu­
able items are deteriorating 
through exposure to the 
elements. 

The museum director has 
arranged activities for chil­
dren at the museum during 
part of the coming school 
vacation. Phone the 
museum. 252934 for de­
tails. 

During October, includ­
ing the Spring Fesuval 
period. a touring exhibition 

=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~from Elizabeth Bay House 
will l:le on view. 

-tl NO BOOKING FEE. ATIENDANCE 
FEE OR PROOFING FEE 

I.,,., I··--: ...... --=~ 

It IS being jointly prom­
oted by the Society and the 
Arch1ves of the R1verina 
Co llege of Advanced 
Education. 

The 'Good Housekeep­
mg Exhibition 1830-1930' 
as it is titled , won an award 
for the best exhibit in the 

open category of last year's 
'Museum of the Year' com­
petition and also gained a 
certificate in the National 
Museums Awards. 

The exhibition was speci­
fically formulated as a 
t ravelling exhibition for 
country museums and Will 
be on view at the Archives 
at the south cam pus of the 
College. 

1n 1919 a pneumonic flu 
epidemic was rampant in 
the State. The border be­
tween Q ueensland and 
NSW was closed at Coolan­
gatta in an effort to prevent 
the disease from spreading 
north. 

Two weeks ago a Bris­
bane newspaper ran a 
photo showing a butcher on 
horse-back delivering meat 
at the border gate while a 
border-patrolling officer 
looked on. 

During the same year 
Wagga was stricken by the 
disease, which , it is be­
lieved, was introduced by 
soldiers returning from the 
war. 

Being highly contagious 
it soon spread to the towns 
and the Wagga Hospital 
was hard pressed to cope 
with the number of patients 
being brought in every day. 

Large tents were hastily 
erected in the hospital 
grounds as the numbers in­
creased, and doctors and 
nurses were run off their 
feet. 

There were no antibiotics 
or other sophisticated treat­
ment - all they could do 
was to try to prevent the 
spread of the virus by limit­
ing contact with stricken 
pauents. 

BIDGEE 
WHALER 

Severe restnct10ns were 
imposed at public places 
and places of employment. 
All who ventured out wore 
no e and mouth masks. 
Those who were not 
obliged to leave their 
homes, stayed indoors. 

The 'flu claimed two or 
three hvcs and struck down 
many hundreds of residents 
in a few weeks. With the 
dawn of the new year the 
epidemic had ended. 
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MUSEUM 
DISPLAY 

CHANGES 
The Wagga and District 

Historical Society wtll hold 
its Annual Meeting on 
Monday, September 19 at 
the Educatton Centre , 102 
Peter Street at 8 pm. 
Annual reports wtll be pre­
sented and office bearers 
for the com tn g yea r 
elected. 

On Sunday, September 
25 members will make an 
excursion to "Yathella" the 
property of Mr. Eric Booth 
whose forebears were early 
district sett lers. Mr. 
Booth's grandfather, Abra­
ham Booth came to Austra­
lia in 1840. After carrying 
on a butchering business in 
Melbourne he turned his 
attention to pastoral pur­
suits. firstly in Victoria and 
then in New South Wales. 

i In 186~ he purchased the 
then very large propeny, 
· · Gobbagombalin" Just 
north of Wagga. He .wned 
t:te propcrt,\ until 1907 
Y hen it wa-. purcha,ed hy 
the: New South Wale' Gov­
ernment f<.:)r Clo,et Settle­
ment Thl' h<.:Jm~~tcad wa~ 
on the site ol the fotmer 
honw ot Mr and Mr~ I{ 
1 Brun~kall '"ho reurcd to 
\\ ag1:a onl~ u r cent )C.tr~. 

Tht large \\00 pre s of 
"Gobha "'-n'> lm .tted to 
lht• SOCJC!\ nd 146(. 
so111e or the member~ 
undertook the dt,mantling 
llf ll ' f01 rl'l110\oB tu the 
mu~cum. Mr Ftk Unoth ~ 
fathe:, n::Jm 1 A.hrnham af­
tea has fatht r wa' '"' .tlder­
man ot ·b.: V. .n;c.t :0.1um..:tp­
al (\lunr for II \~ars 
]l}lJ-1'/10. 

\\ nh the unttmelv death 
rt>centl} of Mrs. Sonia Hri­
b<ll the So..:tCl\ lu'l ont: of 
it'- mo~t valucu and re­
spected mcmbct~ Mrs. 
l lribar will long he remem­
h:red for her inkrt!'t and 
<.upp orl !VIan\ ha\e 
admired her work and de­
mon~tration'> of p~rography 
at annual fett!~ at the 
mu~eum 

1 he museum 1~ ,n pre~cnt 
be111g prt:pared lor the 
~ommg -:oring lcqiva l A 
new di~plav is planned. A 
workmg bee will be held on 
~aturday Seottmbet 24 be­
tween 9 am anu 5 pm. 
Wtlhng helper' v.ould be 

most welcome. · 
One o l the museum 

items, a beautifully re~­
tored sulky. ~~at pre~ent on 
display m the cxhtbttion 
hemg conducted h~ the 
Aso;nctation of Rtverina 
Cultural Cluos in the Citv 
Gallerv • 

f11h ts JU~t one cx.1mplc 
<.:ll irems whll·h wlll hl' on 
d1~ptav at the museum uur­
mg the ·oren lJm· on 
Ocroher 16 uurmg tho fe,­
u,·al 

A!'o dunn~: th<~t penod 
and opemng ''" Octohn sa 
tourim>, cxhtb t1vn h •m Eb­
zah-rh R,ty llou lo ..,,<, ey 
,.,,11 h,, on Vlt'V. in rhr >..rc 
htw ~t:Ctton ol the Rtve -
tna Colkg~ •JI All\ tn<.ed 
l:.aucatlon. 

The ·Good Ht>U~t>keep­
n~: Exhthttion Jln0-1930" 

,,,- i 1~ 1 t~ 1 "'<'11 .tn .tward 
(l'' rhe hC'>t exhtht the 

npen eategorv of la't year " 
Mu,eurn of the 'i .car· 

cLimpettlton .111d gamed 11 

c.:rttl'icate m the N.•uonal 
\fu<:eum' Award~ 

Thts exhihttton ~u' -pe­
cificallv formulated \S a 
travellinl! C\htbtt on tor 
COUlllni 'llU'itllffiS. tht' ltrSt 
of tts tvre to be urangeu 
lor that put po\e lr wth be 
on view for three Y.Cch 111 

October at the South Lam­
pus of the rollege It ·~ 
being JOintly prumoteJ I'>) 
the Histoncal Soctet\ and 
the RJ\,ertn<l Lnllel:!e. Arc­
htves - · 

- :'1)1\i.• Wal h 



 
 
 
 

 

Daily Advertiser 6 October 1983 
Keywords: Historical Society, Museum, Keith Condon, Hugh Condon, Harry Taylor, Great Southern 
Motors, Vera Swan, Keith Swan, Morris Gissing, Sylvia Walsh, Colin Carlin, Michael Starr, N Carlin, G 
Bamberry, A Ives, K Le Lievre, M McGrath, R Palmer, J Winterbottom 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Daily Advertiser 17 November 1983 
Keywords: Historical Society, 2WG, Mal Brentnall, Muriel Thompson, Adolph Pulver, "Rose Grove", 
AE & FR Pulver, Mary Gilmore, Meneke family, Bidgee Whaler painting 



 
 
 
 

 

Published: Daily Advertiser 14 February 1984 
Keywords: Historical Society, Museum, curator, David Denholm, Dame Mary Gilmore (award), Colin 
Carlin, Keith Swan, Keith Le Lievre 



 
 
 

 

Published: Daily Advertiser 13 March 1984 
Keywords: Historical Society, Museum, Robert Holt Best, Best family, Wagga Wagga run, Edward 
Charles Pearson, Jean Youngson, John Brunker Nixon, Nixon family 

An example of what is in store at the Wagga Wagga 
and District Historical Society's Museum during Heritage 
Week, will be seen in a display at the City Art Gallery, 40 
Gurwood Street from Thursday, March 22 to Sunday, 
March 25. 

Arrangements are being · 8. departing from the Tour­
finalised for the society's ist Information Centre at 2 
participation in Heritage pm. 
Week (April 8-15). The tour will include 

To open the program a afternoon tea and inspec­
coach tour of historical sites tion of the museum on Wil­
i n the ci ty ha s been tans Hill at approximately 4 
arranged for Sunday, April pm. 

The coach will return to 
the starting point at 5 pm. 

On Tuesday and Wednes­
day , April 10-11, the 
museum will be open from 
2-5 pm as well as at the 
weekend during the same 
hours. 

Early photos of Wagga 
and district will go on dis­
play in the foyer of the City 
Council Chamben. for the 
entire week. 

Fete 
The week's activities will 

culminate in a monster 
birthday fete on Saturday. 
April 14, marking the 17th 
anniversary of the opening 
of the museum. 

Attractions include rope­
making. s heep-shearing, 
wolfram crushing, leathe 
work. enamelling, spinning. • 
pony rides. second-hand 
books, garden plants and 
home made cakes. 

All this to the strains of 
the popular Wagga Wagga 
Accordion Band. 

To prepare the museum 
for this event, working bees 
will be held on March 17 
and 24. 

Assistance during the 
hours of 9 am and 5 pm 
would be appreciated. 

Feature 
One of the most interest­

ing items to come the way of 
the society is the branding 
iron of Robert Holt Best, 
mentioned in the Daily 
Advertiser last week. 

It has great significance 
for the history of Wagga. 

Address 
To relate something of 

the history o f the family . 
Mrs. Jean Youngson ha!> 
been invited to address the 
next meeting of the society. 

Mrs. Youngson was born 
in Wagga and is a great­
granddaughter of both 
Robert Holt Best and John 
Brunker Nixon. 

The latte r settled at Gre­
gadoo in 1844. 

He became successful in 
many facets of farming, in­
cluding wine-growing. 

He a lso established a 
mill . 

His daughters too , were 
industrious. 

They made butter and 
cheese which they sent by 
bullock wagon for sale in 
Sydney, the journey often 
taking three to five months. 

Appropriately, the sub­
jectofMrs . Youngson's talk 

By Bidgee 
Whaler 

will be ·'The Best and Ntxon 
Families." 

The meeting will be held 
at the Education Centre, 
102 Peter Street, on Mon­
day , March 19, at 8 pm. 
Visitors are welcome 

Although members of the 
Best family established the 
Wagga Wagga run , the first on the southern side of the ,._ _ _______ ..__J 

Murrumbidgee River, they 
also had Sandy Creek. 

After Robert Holt Best 
lost his life in 1853, having 
been thrown from a horse , 
his widow, Clara, married 
Edward Charles Pearson , 
and the family moved to 
Sandy Creek where the 
branding iron was found 

o :esn·s .. ~o 
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HERITAGE 
WEEK 

This week the Wagga and District 
Historical Society's M useum received 
a visit from M iss M. Deahm who is 
Cultural Grants Officer of t he Division 
of Cultural Activities, Premier's De­
partment. 

It is a busy period for the 
society. Already 200 stu­
dents from four schools in· 
eluding Henty, have visited 
the museum to further their 
knowledge and understand· 
ing or the early days. 

Further school visits are 
arranged for H eritage 
Week which commences for 
the society on Su nday. 
April 8, with a coach tour of 
historical sites in the city. 
These tours with commen­
tary by a person having his­
torica l knowledge, have 
been very popular in the 
past. T he tour which In­

cludes afternoon tea and tn­
spection of the museum . 
will depart fiom the Tourist 
Information Centre at 2 pm 
returning there at 5 pm. Ex­
tra viewing hours at the 
museum for Heritage Week 
are on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, April 10 and 
11. from 2-5 pm. 

To round off the week'~ 
program the society's fett 
will be held on Saturda\'. 
April 14, at 1.30 pm. Eari) 
farm machtnery will ht: u 

operation, including a 1920 
Leyland truck, also a 19th 
century hand printing pre~" 
will be at work. 

One of the unusual de­
monstrations will be that of 
rope-making. 

There will be many other.; 
such as leather worl... 
enamelling, spinning, sheep 
sheari ng and wolfram 
crushing. Pony rides will be 
available, also second hand 
books, homemade cake~ 
and garden plants. Mu~ic 
will be by the Wagga Accor­
dion Band. 

As this is the main fund­
raismg event for the year 
the society ts hoping for 

!community support to help 
preserve our history. 

Guest speaker at the soci­
' ety's next meeting will t>e 

Mr. Ray McCaffery who, 
for more than 20 years, was 
m charge of the manual tele­
phone t~xchange at Mango­
plah. h was a position that 
requi red dedication and 
patience, and he handled it 
extremely well. 

Mam people will long re­
member when. m answer to 
a rin~ \.I n the phone. a 
plea'>ar , cheery voice at the 
othe1 nd of the ltne 
answert:d ''Mango. ' The 
change ,wer to the automa· 
tic sy'>lt''ll heralded the end 
of an era of friendly com­
munication. 

Mr. McCaffery was not 
only the exchange operator 
but wa<,. what one might 
ca ll, an unofficial liaison 
officer hetween subscribers 
and th~:lf callers, often tell­
ing them when a resident 
would l'le home to take a 
call. 

Mr. McCaffery has much 
of interest to relate regard­
ing his experiences of the 
20-odd )car period. Visitors 
are weloome at the meeting 
which will be held at the 
Education Centre, I 02 Pe­
ter Street, at 8 pm on Mon­
day, April l 6. 
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In recent years there has been an up­
surge of interest in the tracing of family his­
tory. There is more to it than meets the eye. A 
knowledge of research sources plays an im­
portant part when seeking information ab­
out ancestors. 

To hear more on the sub­
ject the Wagga Wagga and 
District Historical Society 
has invited Mr Edward 
Reid-Smith to be guest 
speaker at its next meeting. 

The speaker. a pnncipal 
lecturer at the RCAE. has 
chosen as his subject "En­
glish Sources for Family 
History". 

Mr Reid-Smith is 
English-born and for many 
years has carried out re­
search into genealogy and 
heraldry. 

England was the depar­
ture point for the majority 
of forebears of Au~tralians 
in the early year-. of the 
colony. 

Visitors are welcome to 
attend the meeting. ""hich 
will be held at the Educa­
tion Centre at 8 pm on Mon­
day. August 20. 

a 

Despite the cold weather 
there is much activity at the 
museum. 

The curator. Mr Colin 
Carlin and his wife Nadine 
have beautified the sur­
roundings by p la n ting 
shrubs and ground-cover 
specimens. 

Last month eight students 
and a teacher from the pre­
apprenticeship trai n ing 
scheme class of the T AFE 
College spent some of their 
time painting several ex­
htbits in the outdoor sec­
tion. including the police 
callbox and telephone 
booths. 

Work on the blacksmith 
di~play centre is progressing 
well. due to the efforts of a 
hand of dedica ted mem­
bers. 

A further working bee 
will be held on Saturday. 

Family 1storv expert w1 
address Historical Society 

August 25. More he lpers 
are needed. 

There is a display of 
museum items at present in 
the City Library. It con­
cludes on August 23 . 

A member of one of the 
best-known pioneer fami­
lies in the district. Miss Ivy 
Angel, passed away recent­
ly in her 89th year. 

She was a daughter of Ed­
ward (Eddy) and Elizabeth 
Angel of ''Springvale" and 
a grand-daughter of Henry 
Angel. who came to Au­
stralia in. l817 and who. in 
1824, accompanied Hume 
and Hovell on their expedi­
tion south to Port Phillip. 

Later on. he had a prop­
erty in the lllawarra district. 

In about the year 1844 

Henry Angel, in part­
nership with John Rae, took 
up the "Uardry" run on the 
north bank of the Murrum­
bidgee River near Hay. 

When it was necessary for 
him to journey to Sydney 
for supplies he would rest a 
night near Yass, at "Cooma 
Cottage", the home of 
Hamilton Hume. with 
whom he maintained a life­
long friendship. 

In the mid-1860s he came 
to Wagga Wagga and set­
tled at Lake Albert, owning 
much property in the area 
and surrounding district. 

The name of Angelts still 
well represented in the 
area. 

The service on the day of 
Ivy Angel's bunal was held 

I 

mthe Anglican Church of St 
Peter at Lake Alben, where . 
she and other members of · 
the family had worshipped. 
and where she was organist 
for nigh on 40 years. 

The officiating minister 
remarked that to come into 
the church on that day was 
to walk in the path of his­
tory. 

The land on which the 
church was built was don­
ated by Ivy's uncle. Sam 
Angel senior. one of the 
sons of Henry Angel (the 
latter had 16 children). 

The foundation stone was 
laid by Sam Angel's wife on 
December 14, 1910. 

A br idge which spans 
"Stnngy Bark Creek" at the 
\Outhern end of Plumpton 
Road was named after Sam 
Angel \\ho was, at d'ne time. 
[He\ident of Kyeamba 
Shtre 

The sign has succumbed 
to the ravages of time and 
termtte\. 

I 
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Mr. Walter Sheaffe, a Society member, will address 
the next meeting of the Wagga and District Historical 
Society. 

He has chosen as 
his subject " Early 
days in the western 
division of NSW." 

Mr. Sheaffe spent some 
of his early childhood years 
in the Ivanhoe area where 
his father was manager of 
the 800,000 acre sta tion 
property, " Kilpera." 

In 1916 Mr. Sheaffe 's 
father purchased ·•Euruga­
bah .. from the Osborne 
Bros., the owners of "Kil­
pera." 

The speaker will also re­
late some of the experiences 
of his grandfather who came 
to Australia in 1846 and 
who, in 1860, moved up into 
the Queensland Gulf Coun­
try in search of land. 

The meeting will be held 
at the Education Centre. 
102 Peter Street, on Mon­
day , October 22, at 8 pm. 
Visitors a rc welcome. 

At the a nnual meeting 
held recently the following 
office-bearers of the board 
of directors were elected: 
Mrs. Vera Swan. president; 
Messrs M. Gissing, K. Le 
Lievre and Mrs. S. Walsh , 
vice-president s; Mr. K . 
Swan, honorary secre tary; 
Mr. M. Starr, honorary 
treasurer; members: Mrs. 
N. Carlin, 1\lr. G. Bamber­
ry . Mr. N. Hopwood, Mr. 

M . McGrath , Mr . R. 
McDonald a nd Mr. R. 
Palmer. 

The p"re~ident, Mrs. 
Swan, in her comprehensive 
report, outlined the activi­
ties and aspiratio ns of the 
society. particularly regard­
ing the museum in which, 
:he pointed o ut , the socie­
ty's greatest responsibiuty 
lies. 

A working bee will be 
held at th e muse um on 
Saturday. October 27. be­
tween the hours of 9 am and 
5 pm. 

Perhaps the spring weath­
er might entice some mem­
bers of the community to go 
along and lend a hand. 

A tre nd in the Wagga and 
district schools toward s 
greater interes t in th e 
museum and an apprecia­
tion of its worth as an educa­
tional resource, has resulted 
in increased numbers of 
class visit~ . 

September figures were: 
117 students made up of five 
classes from the Wagga 
High School: 26 students 
from Kooringal High and 33 
students and two teachers 
from St. Joseph's Convent 
School, Culcairn. 

All school visits are pre­
arranged. 

It is just a matter of phon­
ing the museum curator on 
252934 to arrange a suitable 
time. 

The society will mount a 
display at the Riverina Lei­
sure Show at Apex Park , 
Lake Albert , o n October 21 
and 22. 

Memt>ers will have an 
opportunity o f inspecting 
Tukidale sheep when they 
make an excursion on Sun­
day, October 28. to "Man­
da lay,·· the property of soci­
ety secretary and president , 
Mr. and Mrs. K. Swan. 

A barbecue picnic lun­
cheon is planned. 

e Kilpera Station as it was in 1912. The station was built around 1870. 
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